Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; Hatom completeness 87%; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.113; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.3.
In the title complex, [MnCl 2 (C 13 H 13 N 3 )]ÁH 2 O, the Mn II atom is in a distorted square-pyramidal environment, with an Addison parameter of 0.037. The coordination geometry is defined by three N-atom donors from the tridentate 2-(pyridin-2-yl)-N-(pyridin-2-ylmethylidene)ethanamine ligand and two terminal Cl atoms. Although the H atoms of the lattice water molecule were not located, OÁ Á ÁO distances of 3.103 (7) Å and OÁ Á ÁCl distances of 3.240 (3) and 3.482 (4) Å suggest that hydrogen bonding is responsible for the stabilization of the crystal packing.
Related literature
For the computation of the parameter describing the distortion of a square-pyramidal geometry, see: Addison et al. (1984) . For a related structure, see: Marzec et al. (2011) .
Experimental
Crystal data [MnCl 2 (C 13 β=N2-Mn-Cl2=161.52 (8)° and α = N1-Mn-N3=159.28 (11)°. Since the distortion value of the coordination polyhedron, τ=(β-α)/60, is evaluated by the two largest angles a in five-coordination geometry (Addison et al., 1984) , the value of τ=0.037 which can be compared with the ideal value of 1 for a trigonal-bipyramidal environment and 0 for a square-pyramidal environment, indicates a distorted square-pyramidal geometry around the Mn center with N1, N2, N3, and Cl2 in the plane. The apical position is occupied by Cl1. The configuration around C8 is assigned to be E, as the torsion angles N2-C8-C9-C10 and C7-N2-C8-C9 are 178.9 (3)° and -178.7 (3)°, respectively. 
Refinement
All H(C) atoms were located in difference maps. They were then treated as riding in geometrically idealized positions, with C-H = 0.93 (aryl), or 0.97 Å (CH 2 ), and with U iso (H)=1.2 U eq (C). Water-H atoms could not be detected reliably.
One low-resolution reflection (111) was omitted due to beamstop shading (OMIT instruction in SHELX97-L)). 
Computing details

Figure 1
Molecular structure of the title compound with anisotropic displacement ellipsoids at the 50% probability level. 
